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Open Space Inst itu te Farmland Protect ion 
In  the Hudson River  Valley 

 
 

    
       I ndian Ladder Farms, Albany Count y    Phi ll ies Bridge Farm, Ulst er Count y 
 
Every mi n ute, tw o acres of farml and i s l ost in th e Uni ted States.  Th at’s 120 acres an  h our , 2,880 acres a day, 
an d 1,051,200 acres a year.  Repl aced in stead wi th parki n g l ots, sh oppin g mal ls an d resi den tial  subdi vi si on s, 
th is acreage of gen tl y sl opin g hill s an d open fi el ds i s gon e forever.    
 
Loss of farml an d is a n ati on al probl em and th e best, most fer t il e farml an d is bein g sacr ifi ced th e fastest.   Th e 
Hudson  Ri ver  Vall ey h as been  rated by Ameri can  Farml an d Trust as on e of th e top ten  most threaten ed 
agr i cul tural  areas in the en ti re coun try.      
 
Th e Open Space In sti tute (OSI) w orks wi th  th e Vall ey’s farmers an d l ocal offi ci als to coun teract th e l oss of 
farml an d by en gagin g commun i ty-wi de suppor t for  th e l ocal  farms th at grow food for  our  tabl es.   OSI purch ases 
devel opmen t ri gh ts an d uses oth er  techni ques to preserve un spoi led view sh eds an d encourage con tin ued 
agr i cul tural  operati on s in  areas faci ng i n tensive devel opmen t pressure.  
 
Abou t  t he Op en Sp ace I nst i t ut e, I nc. 
 
OSI is a n on -profi t organi zati on th at works wi th pri vate an d publ i c par tn ers to perman en tl y protect sceni c, 
recreati on al, agri cul tural an d hi stori c l an dscapes.  Si nce i ts in cepti on  in  1974, OSI h as perman en tl y protected 
more th an 80,000 acres of open  space, from th e Pali sades to th e Adi ron dacks, and created or expanded more 
th an  40 parks and preserves. 
    
As par t of i ts mi ssi on , OSI i s dedicated to perman en tl y protectin g w ork in g farml an d th rough the acqui si ti on  of 
con servati on  easemen ts.  Th rough  i ts farml an d protecti on program, OSI compen sates farmers for  th e 
devel opmen t ri gh ts of thei r farms, en surin g th at th e l an d wi ll alw ays be avail abl e for agr icul tural  producti on. 
 

Agri cul t u ral  Progr am Highl i ght s 
 
OSI’s successful farml an d protecti on program w orks because of 
stron g par tn ershi ps wi th  pr i vate l an down ers, publ i c agencies, 
an d other  n on -profi ts.  Because the agri cul tural  resources of 
each  farm are un i que an d th e needs of in di vi dual  farmers vary 
con si derabl y, OSI an d par tn ers seek sol uti ons th at are tail ored 
to each proper ty in stead of usin g a “on e si ze fi ts all ” approach.  
   
Publ i c and Pri vat e Part nership s 
 
OSI h as devel oped a successful par tnershi p wi th  th e New York  
State Depar tmen t of Agr icul ture and Markets. Th e State 
Farml an d Protecti on  Program al l ows th e Depar tmen t of 
Agr icul ture an d Markets to aw ard state gran ts to l ocal 
govern men ts th at cover  75% of th e cost of acqui ri n g 
devel opmen t ri gh ts on  vi abl e farms.   
 
Common l y kn own  as PDR¾ purch ase of devel opmen t r igh ts¾ 
th is program requi res a 25% l ocal  match from th e mun icipali ty, th e farm owner , or  a pr ivate con servati on 
par tn er .   In  man y areas in  th e Hudson Ri ver Vall ey, OSI con tri butes a por ti on  of the 25% match  an d, togeth er  
wi th  th e farmer , crafts the con servati on  easemen t. 
    
Conser vat i on Easement s 
 
To date, OSI h olds easemen ts on  twelve farms i n the Vall ey, protectin g more th an  3,100 acres of pri me farml an d.  
OSI is cur ren tl y craft in g con servati on easemen ts for  fi ve addi ti on al  farms th at will  protect an  addi ti on al 1,200 
acres.   OSI’s Hudson  Ri ver  Vall ey farml and protecti on  program focuses i n areas where th ere are h i gh 
con servati on  and agri cul tural  val ues an d a substan ti al  devel opmen t th reat.  
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Oran ge Cou n t y  i s the fastest grow in g Coun ty in  th e State of NY.   OSI h as stepped up i ts efforts th ere to save 
farms th reaten ed by suburban  sprawl .  In par tnersh ip wi th  th e NY State Depar tmen t of Agri cul ture an d Markets, 
OSI recen tl y purch ased con servati on  easemen ts on  tw o farms in  Oran ge Coun ty, protecti n g n ear l y 400 acres of 
pr i me agri cul tural  l an d.   OSI al so purch ased approxi matel y 300 acres of farm fi el ds at the base of 
Sch unn emun k Moun tai n i n the Town of Cornw all  an d h as en tered in to a l ease wi th  a l ocal farmer  to keep th is 
l an d in producti on .    
 

   
Farm in  Kinderhook Corridor, Columbia Count y   I ndian Ladder Farms, Albany Count y 
  
Col u m bi a Coun t y ’s sceni c, roll in g hill s h ave become a magn et to New Yorkers i n search of secon d h omes.  OSI 
h as focused on th e h istor i c cor ri dor between  th e Vill age of Kin derh ook  an d th e Town  of Stuyvesan t al on g 
Kin derh ook  Creek .  The Kin derh ook  Creek Cor r i dor h as been  con tin uousl y farmed for  more than  200 years an d 
i s h ome to th e h istor i c Mar tin  Van  Buren Nati on al Hi stori c Si te an d th e Luykas Van  Al en  House.  Workin g wi th  
th e Nati on al Park  Service, th e Col umbi a Lan d Con servan cy, State an d l ocal off ici al s, OSI h as protected more 
th an  850 acres th rough an in vestmen t of approxi matel y $2 mil li on .   

 
Work in g wi th the Col umbi a Land Con servan cy, OSI al so acqui red th e 175-acre Ooms 
Farm wi th  scen ic vi ews of th e Berkshi res and Catski ll  Moun tai ns.  Located  in  th e Town  
of Ch ath am, the si te in cl udes the 35-acre Suth erl an d Pon d, one of on l y fi ve publ icl y 
accessi bl e bodies of w ater i n Col umbi a Coun ty. 
     
 

Com mu ni t y  Based Far m Projec t s 
 
OSI is especi all y proud of i ts par tn ershi p wi th Roxbury Farm, on e of th e n ati on ’s most successful  Commun i ty 
Suppor ted Agri cul ture projects (CSA).  An  in creasin gl y popul ar  al tern ative to l arge-scal e agr i cul ture, CSAs li nk  
l ocal commun i ti es wi th producers:  suppor ters purch ase a sh are of th e season ’s h arvest, tak ing on th e ri sks 
associ ated wi th farmin g as well  as rew ards of th e growi n g season .  OSI h el ped Roxbury Farm rel ocate i ts 
operati on s to th e Kin derh ook Creek Cor ri dor  on  l and OSI acqui red.  Roxbury Farm, whi ch  grows organ ic 
produce, i s l ocated in  Col u m bi a Coun t y , an d i s the f i rst CSA to h ave suppor ters in  New York Ci ty.  Th e Farm 
dates back  to 1650. 
 
In  Ul st er  Coun t y, OSI an d the Wall k ill  Vall ey Lan d Trust h el ped protect on e of th e coun ty’s oldest farms.   OSI 
an d WVLT acqui red a con servati on easemen t encumber i n g th e 67-acre Phil li es Bri dge Farm, a CSA project 
outsi de of New Pal tz.   In  addi ti on to i ts successful  CSA, Phill ies Bri dge Farm w orks wi th  inn er ci ty famil i es by 
br i n gi n g them to th e farm an d sh owi n g th em h ow  to prepare n utr i t i on al meal s. 
 
In  Ren ssel aer  Cou n t y, th e Environ men tal  Man agemen t Coun ci l is teachi n g i nn er  ci ty youth abou t farmi n g on 
OSI own ed farml an d.  Star ted in  th e summer  of 2003, th e Urban  Youth  Farm Program grow s vegetabl es on  
approxi matel y th ree acres.  Th e farml an d i s adjacen t to OSI’s 181-acre Papscan ee Isl an d Nature Preserve, 
protected by OSI in 1995.

   
Hi st or i c and Cul t ural  Asset s 
 
OSI’s farml an d protecti on  program often  in tersects wi th  th e In sti tute’s mi ssi on  of 
con servi n g open  space th at h as hi stor ic and cul tural  si gn ifi can ce.   In  W ashi n gt on  
Cou n t y, OSI w orked wi th a l ocal  dai ry farmer to protect a 900-acre si te on  th e 
Hudson  Ri ver  th at li es di rectl y across from th e Saratoga Battl efi el d Nati on al 
Hi stori c Si te, l ocated on  th e w estern  ban ks of th e Hudson.  
 
In  Sarat oga Cou n t y, OSI w orked wi th the NY State Depar tmen t of Agri cul ture an d 
Markets to purch ase conservati on  easemen ts on  250 acres of farml an d di rectl y 
wi th in th e vi ewsh ed of th e Saratoga Nati on al  Veterans Cemetery. 

 
 
 
For  more i nformati on con tact: 
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Saratoga Cemetery Vi ewsh ed, Saratoga Coun ty 
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