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Phillies Bridge Farm, Ulster County

Indian Ladder Farms, Albany County

Every minute, two acres of farmland is lost in the United States. That's 120 acres an hour, 2,880 acres a day,
and 1,051,200 acres a year. Replaced instead with parkinglots, shopping malls and residential subdivisions,
this acreage of gently sloping hills and open fieldsis gone forever.

Loss of farmland is anational problem and the best, most fertile farmland is being sacrificed the fastest. The
Hudson River Valley has been rated by American Farmland Trust as one of the top ten most threatened
agricultural areas in the entire country.

The Open Space Institute (OSI)works with the Valley’'s farmers and local officials to counteract theloss of
farmland by engaging community-wide support for the local farms that grow food for our tables. OSI purchases
development rights and uses other techniques to preserve unspoiled viewsheds and encourage continued
agricultural operations in areas facingintensive development pressure.

About the Open Space Institute, Inc.

OSl is anon-profit organization that workswith private and public partners to permanently protect scenic,
recreational, agricultural and historic landscapes. Sinceits inception in 1974, OSI has permanently protected
more than 80,000 acres of open space, from the Palisades to the Adirondacks, and created or expanded more
than 40 parks and preserves.

As part of its mission, OSl is dedicated to permanently protectingworking farmland through the acquisition of
conservation easements. Through its farmland protection program, OSI compensates farmers for the
development rights of their farms, ensuring that theland will always be available for agricultural production.

Agricultural Program Highlights

OSlI’s successful farmland protection program works because of
strong partnerships with private landowners, public agencies,

and other non-profits. Because the agricultural resources of #

each farm are unique and the needs of individual farmers vary $ ! "
considerably, OSI and partners seek solutions that are tailored %

to each property instead of using a “one size fits all” approach. ! & n
Public and Private Partnerships ( ) * +

OSI has developed a successful partnership with theNew York I " !
State Department of Agriculture and Markets. The State " "

Farmland Protection Program allows the Department of ! ! "
Agriculture and Markets to award state grants to local I I
governments that cover 75% of the cost of acquiring " ' " '
development rights on viable farms. % '

Commonly known as PDR%: purchase of development rights%

this program requires a 25% local match from the municipality, the farm owner, or a private conservation
partner. In many areas in the Hudson River Valley, OSI contributes a portion of the 25% match and, together
with the farmer, crafts the conservation easement.

Conservation Easements

To date, OSI holds easements on twelve farms in the Valley, protecting more than 3,100 acres of prime farmland.
OSl is currently crafting conservation easements for five additiona farms that will protect an additional 1,200
acres. OSI's Hudson River Valley farmland protection program focusesin areas wherethere are high
conservation and agricultural values and a substantial development threat.
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Orange County is the fastest growing County in the State of NY. OSI has stepped up its efforts there to save
farms threatened by suburban sprawl. In partnership with the NY State Department of Agriculture and Markets,
OSI recently purchased conservation easements on two farms in Orange County, protectingnearly 400 acres of
prime agricultural land. OSI also purchased approximately 300 acres of farm fields at the base of
Schunnemunk Mountain in the Town of Cornwal and has entered into aleasewith alocal farmer to keep this
land in production.

Farm in Kinderhook Corridor, Columbia County Indian Ladder Farms, Albany County

Columbia County’s scenic, radling hills have become a magnet to New Yorkers in search of second homes. OSI
has focused on thehistoric corridor between the Village of Kinderhook and the Town of Stuyvesant along
Kinderhook Creek. The Kinderhook Creek Corridor has been continuously farmed for more than 200 years and
ishome tothehistoric Martin Van Buren National Historic Site and the Luykas Van Alen House. Working with
the National Park Service, the Cadumbia Land Conservancy, State and local officias, OSI has protected more
than 850 acres through an investment of approximately $2 million.

-/ 01 Workingwith the Columbia Land Conservancy, OSI also acquired the 175-acre Ooms
' Farm with scenic views of the Berkshires and Catskill Mountains. Located in theTown
of Chatham, the siteincludes the 35-acre Sutherland Pond, one of only five publicly

. o accessible bodies of waterin Columbia County.
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Community Based Farm Projects

OSl is especially proud of its partnership with Roxbury Farm, one of the nation’s most successful Community
Supported Agriculture projects (CSA). An increasingly popular alternative tolarge-scae agriculture, CSAs link
local communitieswith producers: supporters purchase a share of the season’s harvest, taking on the risks
associated with farming aswell as rewards of the growing season. OSI| helped Roxbury Farm relocate its
operations to the Kinderh ook Creek Corridor on land OSI acquired. Roxbury Farm, which grows organic
produce, islocated in Columbia County, and is the first CSA to have supporters in New York City. The Farm
dates back to 1650.

In Ulster County, OSI and the Wallkill Valley Land Trust helped protect one of the county’s oldest farms. OSI
and WVLT acquired a conservation easement encumbering the 67-acre Phillies Bridge Farm, a CSA project
outside of New Paltz. In addition toits successful CSA, Phillies Bridge Farm works with inner city families by
bringing them to the farm and showingthem how to preparenutritional meals.

In Rensselaer County, the Environmental Management Council is teachinginner city youth about farmingon
OSI owned farmland. Started in the summer of 2003, the Urban Youth Farm Program grows vegetables on
approximately three acres. The farmland is adjacent to OSl’s 181-acre Papscanee Island Nature Preserve,
protected by OSI in 1995.

Historic and Cultural Assets 0 1 I

OSl’s farmland protection program often intersects with the Institute’s mission of !
conserving open space that has historic and cultural significance. In Washington
County, OSI worked with alocal dairy farmer to protect a 900-acre site on the "

0,
Hudson River that lies directly across from the Saratoga Battlefield Nation al . 3 %
Historic Site, located on thewestern banks of the Hudson. .
In Saratoga County, OSI worked with the NY State Department of Agriculture and 2- %4 |

Markets to purchase conservation easements on 250 acres of farmland directly !
within the viewshed of the Saratoga Nationa Veterans Cemetery.
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Saratoga Cemetery Viewshed, Saratoga County
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